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Dementia Research - Alzheimer Society of Canada 

Fondly known as “Bob” by family and friends, passed away peacefully in Ottawa on 
November 3, 2023.  Predeceased by his parents Melville Green and Ruth Green, and his 
mother-in-law Sim Ying Leung Lai. Survived by his wife of 48 years, Paula, son Alexander, 
daughter-in-law Qing Hua, and grandchildren Henry and Conrad; sister Nancy (Doug) 



and brother Bruce (Manon) and their families. Dearly missed by his father-in-law Sau 
Nam Lai; sisters-in-law Rosita (Frank), Myrtle (Liu), Violet (Mansion), and Mona (Paul); 
brothers-in-law Michael (predeceased) (Karreen) and Gabriel; and his many nieces and 
nephews. 

Bob left home in Montreal at the age of 16 to pursue his university studies, achieving a 
BSc (UNB), MSc & PhD (Queen’s) in Biochemistry, as well as a DPA (Carleton) & MBA 
(Ottawa) through part-time study. Building on his success in scientific and clinical 
research, combined with his superb analytical skills, Bob worked as a reviewer of drug 
and medication submissions at Health Canada for over 20 years. For a significant period, 
he acted as Section Chief, earning tremendous support and respect from his peers and 
colleagues. 

Bob always had a keen interest in sports and music. He was a cross country runner, 
cross-lake swimmer, and a seasoned badminton player. He played the recorder 
beautifully and was a bass singer with a local community choir for years. 

Bob volunteered as coach, score keeper, manager, and umpire for both baseball and 
badminton when his son was competing in these sports. He continued volunteering and 
coaching kids to teach them new skills. In retirement, he enjoyed travelling, going on 
cruises worldwide, live theatre, reading, and playing with his grandchildren. 

Always socially and environmentally conscious, Bob was a local area coordinator, 
canvasser, or donor for many charities, notably: the Ontario Kidney Foundation, the 
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, Ecojustice, the Canadian Wildlife Federation, the 
Canadian Red Cross, and the Canadian Cancer Society. He was a regular blood donor 
with over 100 donations. 



Bob’s signature beard, friendly and gentle disposition drew him close to a lot of people, 
especially children who often mistook him for Santa and were always happy to receive a 
knowing smile in return. Bob will always be remembered by those who have known him 
as a smart, kind, helpful, generous and humble individual. 

You are invited to share your fond memories of Bob and expressions of sympathy at 
www.beechwoodottawa.ca.  In lieu of flowers, please support and contribute to 
dementia research or donate to a charity of your choice.  A private gathering to 
celebrate his life is planned for December 2023. 
 


